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The Vermont Move Over Law 
 

Most drivers in Vermont know when to move over for law enforcement, fire and rescue vehicles sounding 
sirens and/or displaying blue or red flashing lights.  However, they don’t know that when approaching a 
stationary towing/repair vehicle displaying an amber light, that they are required by Vermont law to proceed 
with caution and (if traveling on a four-lane highway, and safety conditions permit) make a lane change. 
 
Every year, nation-wide, many law enforcement officers and towing operators are seriously injured – and some 
die – at the hands of careless drivers.  The Vermont Towing Association, with the help of the Vermont DMV 
and legislators, have added towing operators and repair vehicle drivers working along the side of the road to the 
Vermont Move Over Law. 
 
Please obey the law and make it safe for the people who are here to serve you. 
 
 
For more information: 
 
Move Over America 
 

Title 23, V.S.A., Chapter 13, Subchapter 4, §1050 

 1050. Operation on approach of law enforcement and emergency vehicles. 

(a)  Upon the approach of a law enforcement vehicle which is sounding a siren or displaying a blue or blue 
and white signal lamp, or both, or upon the approach of an ambulance, fire apparatus, a vehicle operated by a 
volunteer firefighter, EMS personnel, or a motor vehicle used in rescue operations as set forth in section 1252 of 
this title which is sounding a siren or displaying a red signal lamp, or both, all other vehicles shall pull to the 
right of the lane of traffic and come to a complete stop, until the law enforcement or emergency vehicle has 
passed. However, an enforcement officer who is present shall have full power to regulate traffic irrespective of 
the foregoing provisions.   

(b)  The operator of a vehicle which is approaching a stationary law enforcement vehicle which is displaying 
a blue or blue and white signal lamp, or of a vehicle which is approaching a stationary ambulance, fire 
apparatus, a vehicle operated by a volunteer firefighter, or a motor vehicle used in rescue operations as set forth 
in section 1252 of this title which is displaying a red signal lamp or a stationary towing and repair vehicle 
displaying an amber signal lamp shall proceed with caution, and, if traveling on a four-lane highway, and safety 
conditions permit, make a lane change.   

(c)  This section does not relieve the operator of an authorized law enforcement or emergency vehicle from 
the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway.    

Added 1971, No. 258 (Adj. Sess.),  3, eff. March 1, 1973; amended 2001, No. 84 (Adj. Sess.),  1; 2005, No. 175 
(Adj. Sess.),  54.  
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