2016

Peter Shumlin, Governor
State of Vermont

Chris Cole, Secretary
Agency of Transportation

Robert Ide, Commissioner

Department of Motor Vehicles ’\?,\ VERMONT




Checking YES
Can Save% Life. m

QD

Organ Donation Saves Lives

When you apply for your license you will have an
opportunity to become a registered donor.

Saying ‘Yes’ can save a life!

Fact: Saying “Yes” to donation will not affect your
medical care.

Fact: There is no cost to the donor or their family for
donation to take place.

Fact: All major religions support organ and tissue
donation or view it as an individual’s decision.

Fact: Inthe United States, it is illegal to buy or sell organs
and tissue for transplantation.

You Have the Power to Donate Life!
For more information please visit DonateLifeVT.org

p o V’ERMO DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES
/\.\ N DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
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There is a new way to study for your Learner’s permit test and Iearn to
drive safely. /7 T

Log in to the DMV web tutorial, DriveVVermont, and
you’ll find several important chapters of this
manual. You can use DriveVermont to learn the
rules of the road and how to drive safely while you
study for your Learner’s permit test. You can also
find out what you need to know before going to
DMV to take your written or road test. PRGN N

You'll find DriveVermont packed with helpful
images and videos. Engaging quizzes will help
you test yourself on what you've learned. After
completing the tutorial, you can take a practice
exam that will look very much like the test you'll
be taking at DMV.

Study For Your Learner Permit Online

ﬁ 'F Cool Graphies, Interactive Quizzes and Practice Tests.
e To begin studying for your permit and learning

to drive safely visit our website, dmv.vermont.gov/young-drivers

The Department of Motor Vehicles does not discriminate against individuals with
disabilities in the provision of services, programs, activities or employment.

The Department of Motor Vehicles will make reasonable accommodations available
when a person’s disability significantly interferes with their ability to understand
information presented for obtaining a Learner’s Permit or a Driver’s License.

If, for example, your disability limits your ability to read and understand written
language, you can ask the Department of Motor Vehicles to lend you a CD of this manual
converted to audio. Audio is also available on our website. If you feel that the Department
of Motor Vehicles has not provided you with a reasonable accommodation for your
disability, you can file a complaint with the Vermont Human Rights Commission by
calling 800.416.2010.

If you have trouble reading or have a disability that inhibits your reading ability tell the
scheduling operator when you make your appointment. The operator will make
arrangements for you to take an oral exam. An oral exam is one that is read by an
examiner or is taken on the computer using an audio track.

TA-VN-07 30M 07/2016 MTC
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Safety Message from the Commissioner

Your decision to obtain a Learner’s Permit or a
Driver’s License carries with it, one of life’s greatest
social responsibilities. You are committing to:
maintaining a safe operating vehicle that meets
Vermont’s emissions standards, carrying liability
insurance, and always obeying the rules of the road
and adopting habits that eliminate driving
distractions.

Vehicle collisions are the leading cause of
hospitalization and death from injuries. People of all
ages are affected whether they are the driver,
passenger, or family member of a victim of one of
these crashes.

: Having a license is a privilege; one that is earned by
demonstrating your drlvmg skills in a manner that shows you are a proficient and safe
driver.

Retaining that privilege requires your continuing to operate your vehicle in a safe and
responsible manner.

We will try to make your driving test a positive experience even though we recognize the
anxiety associated with being tested.

Remember you share the highway with everyone else. AVOID DISTRACTIONS AND
DRIVE SAFELY.

Robert D Ide
Commissioner

This manual was produced by the Vermont Department of Motor Vehicles, and printed in VVermont
at a cost of $0.427 per copy. Please help reduce the cost of state government by returning this
manual or passing it on to another future driver.

THIS MANUAL MAY NOT BE USED DURING THE TEST
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Chapter 1 - General Information

VERMONT STATE HOLIDAYS

New Year's Day

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
President’s Day

Town Meeting Day
Memorial Day
Independence Day
Bennington Battle Day
Labor Day

Veterans' Day
Thanksgiving Day

Day After Thanksgiving
Christmas Day

January 1%

34 Monday in January
39 Monday in February
1t Tuesday in March
Last Monday In May
July 4t

August 16M

1%t Monday in September
November 11t

4" Thursday in November
Friday after Thanksgiving
December 251

All offices are closed on the above dates, and on the observed dates as outlined below.

Any legal holiday which falls on a Saturday shall be observed on the preceding Friday.
Any legal holiday which falls on a Sunday shall be observed on the following Monday.

An examiner may not always be present due to road testing. Please be patient. An
examiner will assist you as soon as possible.

On occasion it may be necessary to cancel or postpone driver testing due to poor road
conditions. Call 802.828.2000 for information and to reschedule, if necessary.

Prepared by:
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Department of Motor Vehicles

120 State Street
Montpelier, Vermont 05603-0001
dmv.vermont.gov

Reprinted: Fall 2015 (Chapters 2 & 6 revised June 2016)
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OFFICE LOCATIONS

Bennington

Bennington County - Branch Office
120 Depot St

Mon - Fri, 7:45 - 4:00

Dummerston®
Windham County - Branch Office
AOT District #2 Office, Route 5

Middlebury*
Addison County - Branch Office
Court House, 7 Mahady Drive

Montpelier

Washington County - Main Office
120 State Street

Mon, Tue, Thurs & Fri, 7:45 - 4:30
Wed 7:45 - 6:00

Newport

Orleans County - Branch Office
100 Main Street

Mon - Fri, 7:45 - 4:00

Saint Albans*
Franklin County - Branch Office
27 Fisher Pond Rd

Contact
facebook.com/VermontDMV
twitter.com/VTDMV

802.828.2000

888 99-VERMONT (888-998-3766)
Hearing Impaired Dial 711

Saint Johnsbury*
Caledonia County - Branch Office
Green Mtn Mall, 1998 Memorial Dr

South Burlington

Chittenden County - Branch Office
4 Market Street

Mon, Tue, Thurs & Fri, 7:45 - 4:30
Wed 7:45 - 6:00

Springfield

Windsor County - Branch Office
100 Mineral St, Suite 103

Mon, Tue, Thurs & Fri, 7:45 - 4:30
Wed 7:45 - 6:00

Rutland

Rutland County - Branch Office
101 State Place

Mon, Tue, Thurs & Fri, 7:45 - 4:30
Wed 7:45 - 6:00

White River Junction*
Windsor County - Branch Office
226 Holiday Drive

* Visit dmv.vermont.gov for hours, No cash accepted at this location



https://www.facebook.com/VermontDMV
https://twitter.com/VTDMV
http://dmv.vermont.gov/

Chapter 2 - How to Lose Your License

How Can You Lose Your License Or Driving Privilege?

7 V.S.A. § 656 - Minors misrepresenting age, procuring, possessing, or consuming
liquors; first offense; civil violation

If caught and ticketed, you will be required to contact the Teen Alcohol Safety
Program (TASP) of Vermont Court Diversion (failure to contact the diversion board
within 15 days will result in the case being referred to the judicial bureau, where the
person, if found liable for the violation, will be subject to a penalty of $300.00 and a 90-
day suspension of the person's Driver’s License, and may face substantially increased
insurance rates) and participate in an alcohol abuse evaluation, follow the
recommendations of the counselor and other requirements. All of these programs require
additional fees. In addition if you fail to complete TASP or other Diversion requirements,
your license or privilege to drive will be SUSPENDED. Additional fees will be due to
DMV in order to be reinstated.

23 V.S.A. § 202 - Impersonating Another In An Application, Or Aiding An
Applicant By False Representation

A person who falsely impersonates another in an application for Driver’s License or
Learner’s Permit, or in an application for a non-driver identification card, or in an
application for motor vehicle registration, all-terrain vehicle, snowmobile or motorboat
registration, or vessel validation, or who obtains a license to operate a motor vehicle by
false representation, or who obtains a Learner’s Permit or non-driver identification card
by false representation, or who obtains a motor vehicle registration or a registration for
any other type of vehicle or vessel by false representation, or who uses an assumed name
or name not his or her own in an application for Driver’s License, or Learner’s Permit or
in an application for non-driver identification card, or in an application for motor vehicle
registration, or registration for any other type vehicle or vessel, or who knowingly aids
an applicant in obtaining such license, permit, registration or non-driver identification
card by false representation as to the age or identity of such applicant, shall be fined not
more than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than two years, or both and shall have his or
her privilege to operate suspended for 90 days.

PROBLEM DRIVER POINTER SYSTEM

Upon application for a Learner’s Permit, Junior Driver or Driver License, an inquiry
will be made of the national Problem Driver Pointer System (PDPS). If the results of the
PDPS inquiry indicate you are suspended, revoked, denied or canceled in another state,
you will be denied the issuance of a Vermont Driver's License/Learner’s Permit/Junior
Driver until such time as we receive proof you have been reinstated or cleared in that
state. If you have been suspended, revoked, denied or cancelled in another state, you may
not be tested or obtain a driver license.



Chapter 3 — Real ID Act & Proof of Identity

What is the Real ID Act?

In response to acts of terrorism committed against the United States, and in an effort
to ensure the safety of citizens, Congress passed the REAL ID Act of 2005. The REAL
ID Act is implemented through federal regulations administered by the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security (6 C.F.R. 8 37, as amended by 76 FR 12269).

How Does the Real 1d Act Affect Issuance of Driver’s License and Non-Driver
Identification Cards?

The REAL ID Act promotes security in the issuance of Driver’s License (DL) and
Non-Driver Identification (ID) cards, and deters identity theft and fraud by requiring
states to meet certain physical and procedural security standards for production and
issuance of DLs and ID cards, as well as certain documentation standards, including
authentication and verification standards for proof of identity, date of birth, Social
Security number, residence, and lawful status or presence.

Access to certain federally controlled facilities (federal courts, federal buildings,
nuclear power plants) or activities (flying on commercial aircraft) requires a DL or ID
issued by a state determined to be in compliance with the REAL ID Act. Vermont is in
compliance with the REAL ID Act.

Documents required:

Regardless of whether you are a new applicant or current card holder, you must bring
the same types of documents. New applicants and current Driver’s License and ID card
holders must present the required documents from each of these four categories.

1. Identity and date of birth (see page 10).

2. Lawful status in the United States (see page 11). By providing one of the
documents required for proof of identity and date of birth, you will also establish
lawful status in the United States, provided the Vermont DMV is able to authenticate
and verify the documents using existing and available verification systems.

3. Social Security number (see page 11).

4. Vermont residency and current residential address (see page 12). You must
present two documents that include your name and current Vermont residential
address that demonstrate residency in the state of Vermont.

= Documents must be original or copies certified by the issuing agency. Faxed or
photocopied documents will NOT be accepted.

= Documents are subject to departmental review and approval. Additional information
may be required.

= Insome cases, document approval may not occur in the same day and may require an
additional visit.

= All documents provided to DMV will be imaged and stored in a secure database.
Originals will be returned to the applicant.
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= If your name is different than what’s indicated on your documents, you must provide
proof of legal change (marriage certificate, divorce decree, court order, etc)

Enhanced Driver’s License (EDL) requires Proof of US Citizenship:

U.S. citizens returning from Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean or Bermuda, by land or
sea, are required to present a U.S. Passport, U.S. Passport Card or an Enhanced Driver's
License (EDL). The Vermont Department of Motor Vehicles issues Enhanced Driver’s
License and Enhanced Non-Driver ID cards (in select offices). An EDL requires proof of
US Citizenship in addition to proof of Identity, SSN and Vermont Residency.

Identity and date of birth:

Each applicant for a Learner’s Permit, Driver's License, Junior Driver’s License,
Commercial Driver’s License or Non-driver ID is required to show documentary proof
of identity and date and place of birth. Proof of identity shall be one (1) source document
from the following list. Documents must contain the full name and date of birth and must
be verifiable, i.e., we must be able to contact the issuing agency to determine the
authenticity of the document.

e Valid, unexpired U.S. passport.

e  Certified copy of a birth certificate filed with a State Office of Vital Statistics or
equivalent agency in the individual's State of birth.

e Consular Report of Birth Abroad (CRBA) issued by the U.S. Department of
State, Form FS-240, DS-1350 or FS-545.

e Valid, unexpired Permanent Resident Card (Form I1-551) issued by DHS or
USCIS.

e  Unexpired employment authorization document (EAD) issued by DHS, Form
I-766 or Form |-688B.

e Unexpired foreign passport with a valid, unexpired U.S. visa affixed
accompanied by the approved 1-94 form documenting the applicant's most
recent admittance into the United States.

Certificate of Naturalization issued by DHS, Form N-550 or Form N-570.
Certificate of Citizenship, Form N-560 or Form N-561, issued by DHS.

e Driver's license or identification card issued in compliance with the standards
established by Real ID (cannot be expired more than one year).

e  Such other documents as DHS may designate by notice published in the Federal
Register.

If the name on the license is/will be other than the name that appears on a primary
source document (for example, through marriage, adoption, court order, or other
mechanism permitted by State law or regulation), evidence of the name change through
the presentation of documents issued by a court, governmental body or other entity as
determined by the Commissioner is required.

DMV will maintain copies of the documentation presented, and maintain a record of
both the recorded name and the name on the primary source documents.



Note: if you do not have any of the above items, or don't meet the criteria, please call
802.828.2000 to discuss your options.

Additional documentation may be required at the department's discretion if
documentation submitted is questionable or if there is reason to believe the person
is not who s/he claims to be. Driver’s license personnel will determine if documents
provided from this list are authentic, valid, and acceptable. Photocopies and faxes of
documents will NOT be accepted.

Lawful status in the United States:

The documents required for proof of identity and date of birth will also establish
lawful status in the United States, provided the Vermont DMV is able to authenticate and
verify the documents under existing and available verification systems.

The Vermont DMV uses a U.S. Department of Homeland Security program known
as Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) to electronically verify
immigration documents issued by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security or U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).

Social Security number (SSN):

The Vermont DMV must verify your SSN. Your name and date of birth will be
verified with the Social Security Administration (SSA) at the time of your application,
through Social Security Online Verification (SSOLV). To document your SSN, present
one of the following documents that contain your current name. Photocopies and faxes
of documents will NOT be accepted.

e Your Social Security card
W-2 form
Social Security Administration 1099 form
Non-Social Security Administration 1099 form
Pay stub with your name and Social Security number on it

If you are a temporary foreign national not authorized for employment, you are
required to present documentation from SSA verifying you are not eligible for a SSN;
Vermont DMV will verify your USCIS number. If you are eligible for employment but
do not have a SSN, you are required to obtain and present one. The Vermont DMV will
not issue a DL or ID if you have less than 30 days of Lawful Presence remaining. The
Vermont DMV will electronically verify your name, date of birth and SSN with the
Social Security Administration. Make sure your document is up to date and accurate to
avoid delay.

If you need to correct or update information at the SSA, do so several days before
you apply for a DL or ID card. For information on how to do this, visit www.ssa.gov.

Vermont residency and current residential address:

To prove Vermont residency, applicants must provide the following
e  Two pieces of mail with current name and street address
10




If mail is not received at the street address, provide any two (2) of the following which
show street address:
Utility bill -- must list service address
Property tax bill with physical location
Lease or Landlord statement
Vermont EBT (Electronic Benefit Transfer) card or Vermont AIM (Advanced
Information Management) identification card
e Homeowners/Renters insurance (policy/proof of claim)

If the applicant resides with others and gets no mail at their street address:
e Residency Certification (form L002) from the person with whom they reside,
and one proof of residency document (above) from that person

US Military, Active Duty:
e Military ID and proof Vermont is your residence in military records, such as
Leave and Earnings Statement or orders

Minors:
e Residency Certification (form L002) and one (1) parent residency document
from above

e Parent/Guardian evidence of relationship to applicant

These requirements pertain to new Licenses, Commercial Driver Licenses, Enhanced
Driver Licenses and Non-Driver ID’s.

The residential address you supply must be a street or highway address. It may not be
a post office box. In areas where a number and street name have not been assigned, an
address convention used by the U.S. Postal Service is acceptable. (You may use a post
office box as your mailing address.)

11



Chapter 4 — General License Information

Licenses

If you live in Vermont and plan to drive in Vermont, you must obtain a Vermont
driver's license. A person who has moved into the state from another jurisdiction with a
valid license from that state shall obtain a VT license within 60 days of moving into the
state.

In accordance with state and federal law, any person holding a commercial driver
license from another state must transfer their commercial driver license within 30 days
of establishing residency in Vermont.

The act of licensing makes driving a privilege, and holding a license requires that you
drive within the limits of the law and also treat all users of the highway, including
bicyclists, motorcyclists, and pedestrians with courtesy and consideration.

Your influence on the lives of others is greatly expanded, as is your responsibility
when you get into the driver’s seat of a motor vehicle. The license examination tests
your knowledge and skills. It is your responsibility to drive safely and responsibly.

Types of Licenses

= Learner’s Permit = Commercial Driver License (CDL)
= Driver’s License = CDL Instructional Permit
= Junior Driver’s License = Enhanced Driver's License (EDL)

Questions and Answers about Learner’s Permits

In order to apply for a Vermont Learner’s Permit you will need to prove that you are
a Vermont Resident or are a Visiting Citizen of a Foreign Country with an authorized
duration of stay with at least 30 days remaining.

You must bring proof of Identity, date of birth, Lawful status in the United States,
Social Security number, Vermont residency and current residential address

Each applicant for an original Learner Permit is required to show documented proof
of identity, date of birth, lawful status in the US, Social Security Number, Vermont
residency and current residential address. REFER to Chapter 3 — Real ID Act & Proof
of Identity.

Residency requirement for a Vermont Learner’s permit:

To prove Vermont residency, the applicant must provide the Department with one of
the documents indicated in chapter 3. If the applicant is a minor, the parent/guardian will
be required to provide residency documents.

If the applicant is not a Vermont resident, he/she may only obtain a Vermont
Learner’s Permit for the purpose of participating in a driver education and training
course. The applicant must provide the Department with one of the following:

12



= A letter from a school Guidance Counselor stating the student/applicant is to be
enrolled in a driver education course, or

= A letter from a Driver Education School indicating the applicant/student is enrolled
in a class.

Who needs a Learner’s Permit?

If you are a Vermont resident and want to drive in Vermont, you will have to get a
Vermont Learner’s Permit. You must be at least 15 years old to take the test. A resident
of another State enrolled in a Vermont Driver Education & Training can also obtain a
Vermont Learner's Permit.

What do | need to do to get a Learner’s Permit?

1. Ifyouare 15, 16 or 17 years old, you need your parent's or legal guardian's permission
(unless you are an emancipated minor). A parent or legal guardian must sign the
application before you can take the test. If you are a foreign exchange student, you
may obtain a Foreign Exchange Parental Authorization Form (VL-36) in advance, to
be signed by a parent or legal guardian. A host parent cannot sign.

2. Avalid social security number must be entered on the application or you must provide
proof from the Social Security office that no number has been issued.

3. Make an appointment for an exam by calling Central Scheduling, 802.828.2000.

4. Your permit will be issued after you pass the vision and the written tests, pay the
required fees and show proper proof of identification and Vermont residency.

To apply for a Learner’s Permit, an individual under the age of 18 must have
maintained a ‘clean’ driving record in the previous two (2) years. If you have had any
recalls, suspensions or revocations, contact DMV as you may be required to serve an
additional waiting period.

When and Where can | drive with a Permit?

With a valid Learner’s Permit, you may drive anywhere, anytime in Vermont if there
is a licensed and unimpaired parent or guardian, or a licensed or certified unimpaired
driver education instructor or a licensed and unimpaired individual 25 years of age or
older riding in the front seat. Before driving in any other state, you must contact that
state’s Motor Vehicle Department or law enforcement agency to see if it is legal to drive
in that state with a Vermont Learner’s Permit.

Questions and Answers about Junior Driver’s Licenses

In order to apply for a Vermont Junior Driver’s License you will need proof that you
are a Vermont Resident or are a Visiting Citizen of a Foreign Country with an
authorized duration of stay with at least 30 days remaining.

13
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You must bring proof of Identity, date of birth, Lawful status in the United States,
Social Security number, Vermont residency and current residential address

Each applicant for an original Junior Driver’s License is required to show
documented proof of identity, date of birth, lawful status in the US, Social Security
Number, Vermont residency and current residential address. REFER to Chapter 3 — Real
ID Act & Proof of Identity.

Who can get a Junior Driver’s License?

An individual must have maintained a ‘clean’ driving record without any Learner’s
Permit recalls, suspensions or revocations for a six (6) month period prior to obtaining a
Junior Driver’s License.

An individual must possess a Learner’s Permit for at least one (1) year prior to
obtaining a Junior Driver’s License.

A Junior Driver’s License is issued to persons 16 or 17 years old who pass the
required examination. Your parent or legal guardian must sign your application giving
permission for you to be tested.

Before getting a license, all 16 and 17 year olds must have passed a state approved
driver education and training course consisting of 30 hours of classroom study, 6 hours
behind the wheel training and 6 hours of observation. The Vermont Department of
Education, Driver Education Division, has driver education courses at high schools.
There are also Vermont commercial driver training schools that offer driver training
courses. In addition to the hours indicated above, you must complete 40 hours of driving
practice, with at least 10 hours being nighttime driving. Nighttime driving is considered
driving during the period of 30 minutes after sunset, to 30 minutes before sunrise.

What Do | need to get a Junior Driver’s License?

1. A Learner’s Permit that is not expired. A person may take a road test if their Learner’s
Permit has not been expired more than 3 years and has been renewed prior to the
exam. If it has been expired more than 3 years a written exam would be required
before the road test can be given.

2. Completion of a driver education class, approved by the Vermont Agency of
Education or the Vermont Department of Motor Vehicles, which includes 30 hours
of classroom study, 6 hours of behind the wheel training and 6 hours of observation.
Note: Out of state driver’s education is only acceptable if the course was taught by a
State DMV or State Agency of Education and includes both classroom and behind
the wheel training. If the completion certificate was not issued by a state agency, the
applicant must provide documentation on state letterhead from the appropriate
agency indicating that a recognized driver education program issued the certificate,
and must list the minimum requirements for successful completion of the program.

3. A Driving Practice Log Sheet (form TA-VN-210 or an equivalent of this form —
located in the center of this manual) showing you have completed an additional 40
hours of practice behind the wheel, with at least 10 hours being nighttime driving.
Your parent or guardian must certify the Driving Practice Log Sheet. Note: The law
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requires the 40 hours of driving practice be in addition to the 6 hours of behind the
wheel driving required for successful completion of driver education.

4. You need your parent's or legal guardian's permission (unless emancipated minor). A
parent or legal guardian must sign the application before you can take the test. If you
are a foreign exchange student, you must obtain in advance a Foreign Exchange
Parental Authorization Form, to be signed by a parent or legal guardian. Your host
parent cannot sign this form. This form is available at Motor Vehicles offices.

5. Your social security number must be entered on the application.

6. Make an appointment for an exam at any location by calling Central Scheduling at
802.828.2000.

7. Have a vehicle that is clean and in good mechanical condition with a valid inspection
sticker. Be sure the emergency/parking brake is working properly.

8. Be prepared: Check for a valid insurance card as required by Vermont Law and
vehicle registration before arriving for your appointment. Failure to show a valid
insurance card and registration certificate will prevent testing. The insurance card
must state the name of the insurance carrier, effective and expiration dates of
coverage, name of insured, and the description of the vehicle including the vehicle
identification number.

9. Your license will be issued after you pass the road test and pay the fees.

Transferring an Qut-of-State Junior Driver’s License (applicants under 18)

You may convert your out-of-state Junior Driver’s License and obtain a Vermont
Junior Driver’s License by: (1) successfully passing the required examinations; (2)
providing proof (see What Do | Need to Get a Junior Driver’s License, #2 above) of
successful completion of a state approved Driver Education program; (3) providing proof
of completion of an additional 40 hours of driving.

If you have a Junior Driver’s License from another state and apply for a Vermont
Junior Driver’s License you will be subject to Vermont's Graduated License provisions
unless you have held the Junior Driver’s License in the other state for a period of at least
six months.

High School Driver License Testing

High school driver education instructors are now conducting driver license road tests.
This service is provided only at schools that have enrolled in the testing program, and by
those instructors who have been certified as examiners by the Department of Motor
Vehicles. Road tests will be administered only to students who attend a participating
school.

A student who passed the road test which was given by the high school driver
education instructor will be issued a Driver Education Examination Certificate. This
certificate, valid Vermont Learner’s Permit, license application completed and signed by
parent or legal guardian, road test and licensing fee, and proof of Vermont residency are
all required for license issue. These must be submitted in person to any Motor Vehicle
Customer Service Office. The instructors at participating schools will provide complete
information regarding this program to students.
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What restrictions are on a Junior Driver’s License?

A Junior Driver’s License is considered a provisional license. The Commissioner of
Motor Vehicles may take your license away if you show that you are an unsafe driver
through your actions. Your license may also be taken away if your parent or guardian
withdraws their permission for you to drive.

While holding a Junior Driver’s License, you cannot operate a vehicle in the course
of your employment for one (1) year following the issuance of the Junior Driver’s
License. For example, an individual cannot act as a pizza delivery person (driver) until
they have had their Junior Driver’s License for one (1) year, or until they reach the age
of eighteen (18), whichever comes first.

While holding a Junior Driver’s License, an individual may not carry passengers for
hire.

During the first three (3) months of operation under a Junior Driver’s License, the
individual is restricted to driving alone. Passengers are permitted only if there is a
licensed and unimpaired parent or guardian, or a licensed or certified unimpaired driver
education instructor or a licensed and unimpaired individual 25 years of age or older
riding in the front seat. If one (1) of those individuals is in the vehicle, there is no
restriction on the number of passengers. However, the driver is not allowed to transport
more passengers than there are safety belts.

During the second three (3) months of operation under a Junior Driver’s License, the
individual may begin transporting family members.

After holding a Junior Driver’s License for six (6) months, there is no restriction on
the number of passengers they can transport in the vehicle. However the driver is not
allowed to transport more passengers than there are safety belts.

A person shall not use any portable electronic device while operating a motor vehicle.
This includes reading, and the manual composing or sending of electronic
communications (including text messages, instant messages, and emails). Portable
electronic devices include, but are not limited to, cellular telephones, personal digital
assistant (PDA), and laptop computers.

Questions and Answers about Driver’s Licenses

In order to apply for a Vermont Driver’s License you will need proof that you are a
Vermont Resident or are a Visiting Citizen of a Foreign Country with an authorized
duration of stay with at least 30 days remaining.

You must bring proof of Identity, date of birth, Lawful status in the United States,
Social Security number, Vermont residency and current residential address

Each applicant for an original Driver’s License is required to show documented proof
of identity, date of birth, lawful status in the US, Social Security Number, Vermont
residency and current residential address. REFER to Chapter 3 — Real ID Act & Proof
of Identity.
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Who can get a Driver’s License?

A Driver’s License is issued to eligible individuals 18 years of age or older who pass

the required examination. This license allows a person to drive any noncommercial
vehicle except a school bus or motorcycle. To drive a school bus or motorcycle additional
examination(s) is/are required.

How do I get A Driver’s License if | have a valid Learner’s Permit?

1.
2.

o

Make an appointment for an exam by calling Central Scheduling at 802.828.2000.
Have a licensed and unimpaired parent or guardian, or a licensed or certified
unimpaired driver education instructor or a licensed and unimpaired individual 25
years of age or older with you.

Have a vehicle that is clean and in good mechanical condition with a valid inspection
sticker. Be sure the emergency/parking brake is working properly.

An automobile insurance identification card is required by Vermont law. The card
must state the name of the insurance carrier, effective and expiration dates of
coverage, name of insured, description of the vehicle including the wvehicle
identification number.

A valid registration certificate for the vehicle is required.

Your license will be issued after you pass the road test and pay the fees.

How do I get A Driver’s License if | do not have a valid Learner’s Permit?

Make an appointment for an exam by calling Central Scheduling at 802.828.2000.
Bring proof of identity, date of birth, lawful presence, SSN and Vermont residential
address.

Have someone with a valid driver's license drive you to the exam office.

Have a vehicle that is clean and in good mechanical condition with a valid inspection
sticker. Be sure the emergency/parking brake is working properly.

Vermont law requires an automobile insurance identification card. The card must
state the name of the insurance carrier, effective and expiration dates of coverage,
name of insured, description of the vehicle including the vehicle identification
number. Check your insurance card and vehicle registration certificate before
arriving at DMV.

A valid registration certificate for the vehicle is required.

Your license will be issued after you pass the vision, written and road tests and pay
the fees. Generally, the permit and road test are done on separate days. Usually, you
will not be able to make an appointment for the road test until you have already
passed the permit test.

How do I get A Driver’s License if | have a valid license from another state?

When a new Vermont Resident applies for a Vermont Driver’s License and

possesses a valid out-of-state license or an out-of-state license that has been expired for
one (1) year or less, an eye examination will be required.

1.

Bring your valid or expired (lyear or less) license from your home state, proof of
identity, date of birth, lawful presence, SSN and VVermont residential address. If your
17



home state license is not valid, have someone who has a valid license drive you to
the Department of Motor Vehicles. If your license has been expired for more than
one (1) year, or you do not have an out-of-state license, you will have to take the
vision, written and road tests. See “How do | get A Driver’s License if | do not have
a valid Learner’s Permit.”

2. When your Vermont license is issued, the Customer Service Specialist will keep the
license you hold from the other state.

Who May Not Be Issued a New License or Renew an Existing License?

A person whose privilege to operate a motor vehicle in any state has been suspended,
revoked, or refused cannot be issued a license until such suspension, revocation or refusal
has been terminated and the person has been officially notified in writing of
reinstatement.

A license cannot be issued to a person when the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles has
evidence that such person either cannot or will not operate a motor vehicle without
endangering the other users of the highway.

A person who is not a Vermont Resident.

SCHOOL BUS ENDORSEMENT

Every Vermont licensed driver, who transports school children in a school bus, must

have a driver's license with a school bus endorsement.

= If you drive a school bus, which has a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,001 pounds
or more, or which is manufactured to carry 16 or more passengers including the
driver, you will need a Commercial Driver License with passenger and school bus
endorsements.

= If you transport school children in school buses rated by the manufacturer for fewer
than 15 passengers, you are required to obtain a Type Il school bus endorsement on
your driver’s license.

If you are transporting school children in other vehicles, you may also need a Type Il
school bus endorsement.
= If you transport school children in a multifunction school activity bus, owned or
leased by a school, you need a school bus endorsement.
= If you are transporting school children for hire, such as in a taxi, you must have a
school bus endorsement.
= If you are transporting school children in cars or vans owned either privately or by a
school, you may be required to get a school bus endorsement on your driver’s license.
You can get a school bus manual by contacting the Department of Motor Vehicles,
120 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05603-0001, by phone at 802.828.2000, online or visit
one of our offices.

MOTORCYCLE ENDORSEMENT & MOTORCYCLE LEARNER’S PERMITS

Any person 16 years old or older who has a license may get a motorcycle endorsement
or a motorcycle permit by passing a test.
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You should read the Motorcycle Licensing Guide and Operator’s Manual before
taking the test. You can get a motorcycle manual by contacting the Department of Motor
Vehicles.

MOTORCYCLE RIDER TRAINING PROGRAM

The Vermont Rider Education Program (VREP) encourages people of all ages who
are interested in riding a motorcycle to take this training. The training program follows
nationally recognized safety and training standards and involves both classroom and on-
motorcycle training. Motorcycles, textbooks and helmets are provided for students taking
the Basic Rider Course. Students who successfully complete the Course are exempt from
taking the state written and skill exams required to obtain a motorcycle endorsement. For
course information visit the Vermont DMV website.

Do | need an Appointment?

Yes, you must contact the department to schedule an appointment for all tests.
Having an appointment means that you will be guaranteed an exam. If you don’t have
an appointment, you will only be tested if the exam office has time. Walk-ins will be
tested if and when time permits. Call Scheduling at 802.828.2000.

If you are unable to keep the scheduled appointment, please notify Central Scheduling
as soon as possible so that we may make the scheduled time available to someone else.
Check your insurance card and vehicle registration certificate before arriving at DMV.

Note: If you are hearing impaired an interpreter will be provided if requested at the
time of scheduling an appointment. Vermont Relay Service (TTY) is available by calling
711.

Why Does the State Require Driving Tests?

The tests are used to evaluate the following:

= Can you read and understand the road signs and lights used on the road?

= Do you know the laws about driving vehicles in this state?

= Can you see well enough to drive safely?

= Do you have the proper driving skills to enable you to be a safe and courteous driver?

= Do you have any disabilities that may affect your ability to operate your vehicle
safely?

= Will you properly maintain your vehicle so that it will be safe to drive?

= Are you willing and do you have the knowledge necessary, to be a safe and courteous
driver?

= Are you committed to respecting the rights of bicyclists, motorcyclists, and
pedestrians as well as other drivers?

What are the Tests Like?

1. Vision Test
Using a vision-screening device, the examiner will test how well you see. If the
results of the screening determine that your vision does not meet the required
standards of 20/40, you will be referred to an eye doctor of your choice and expense
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for further testing. The eye doctor will complete an evaluation to determine if any
restrictions should be placed on your driving privilege. The eye doctor must be a
licensed optometrist or ophthalmologist.

Knowledge test

The knowledge test has 20 questions. Each question has four answers to choose
from, of which only one is correct. You must answer at least 16 questions correctly
to pass the test. If you fail the test, you must wait at least one day before taking
another one.

If you have trouble reading or have a disability that inhibits your reading ability
tell the scheduling operator. Depending on your reading ability, the operator will
make arrangements to provide you with assistance or schedule an “oral test”.
Computer tests have an audio track so that you may listen to questions using
headphones. If you need assistance with a difficult question, the examiner will assist
you. If you need an oral test, the examiner will give you a road sign identification
test and then read the written test to you. You must be on the schedule as “oral exam”.
If you speak another language and have difficulty reading English, you may use a
dictionary and also ask the examiner to assist you. If you wish to have an interpreter
other than an ASL interpreter, you must provide the interpreter yourself and that
person must have a valid driver license from a U.S. State or territory.

Road Test

The road test will not be given until you have passed all other parts of the test.
Before the examination, you should have at least twenty hours of actual driving
experience under the direction of an experienced driver or driving instructor. At least
five hours of this should be in traffic. Practically every person of average ability with
sufficient practice, under the supervision of a good instructor, can learn to drive.

During the road test, you will not be asked to do anything which is against the
law. No tricks will be played on you. You must follow the directions of the examiner
who will be riding with you. You will be expected to handle your vehicle with skill,
drive at proper speeds according to conditions, and obey signs and rules of the road.

No one other than the applicant and the examiner may be in the vehicle during
the road test. No animals are allowed in the vehicle during a road test.

If you fail the road test for any reason, you must wait at least one week before taking

another test. If you fail a road test three times, a minimum waiting period of one month
is required.

Do | Have to Furnish a Vehicle for the Driving Test?

Yes. The vehicle must be registered and inspected. The state in which it is registered

and inspected does not matter. You must have proof of insurance for the vehicle you use.
Check your registration certificate, inspection sticker and insurance card before arriving

for the test.

Rental vehicles may not be used for road tests unless the rental company provides a

letter accepting full responsibility if the applicant takes the road test in the rental vehicle.
Vehicles that are displaying dealer registration are not acceptable unless you are an
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immediate family member of the dealership. No road test will be given in a vehicle
displaying agriculture, antique or exhibit plates because these plates, by law, are
restricted in their use.

Condition of the Vehicle Used in the Road Test

You will not be permitted to take the driving test unless the motor vehicle you furnish
is properly equipped, in good mechanical condition, and properly registered and
inspected. The safe operating condition of the vehicle is the responsibility of the operator.
Proper equipment in good mechanical condition includes: headlights, horn, windshield
wipers, rearview mirror, tail lights, tires, steering mechanism, windshield, exhaust
system, brakes, fenders, bumpers and if manufactured or assembled after January 1, 1955,
directional signals. Safety belts and defrosters are required on 1964 and later models. No
road test will be given in a vehicle that does not have safety belts. Emergency/parking
brakes must be adequate to hold the vehicle in neutral on any grade on which it is
operated, both with the vehicle headed uphill or downhill. Illegal tinting of the front
windows of your vehicle is not allowed.
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Chapter 5 - Graduated Driver License Program

Graduated Driver License Program

Individuals who obtain a Learner’s Permit or Junior Driver’s License are subject to
our Graduated Driver License law. The key provisions of this law are indicated below:

1. Anindividual fifteen (15) years of age or older may operate a motor vehicle if they
hold a valid Learner’s Permit and are accompanied by one (1) of the following
people in the vehicle, who is riding beside the driver:

= Alicensed and unimpaired parent or guardian,
= Alicensed or certified and unimpaired driver education instructor, and/or
= Alicensed and unimpaired person at least twenty-five (25) years of age.

2. To apply for a Learner’s Permit, an individual must have maintained a ‘clean’
driving record in the previous two (2) years

3. An individual must possess a Learner’s Permit for at least one (1) year prior to
obtaining a Junior Driver’s License.

4. Prior to obtaining a Junior Driver’s License, an individual must complete an
additional forty (40) hours of practice behind the wheel, with at least ten (10) hours
being nighttime driving, while accompanied by one of the individuals indicated
above who is riding beside the driver. The forty (40) hours of practice is in addition
to the six hours of behind the wheel instruction time required for successful
completion of a driver-training course. Proof of this additional practice must be
submitted to DMV at the time of application for a Junior Driver’s License on form
TA-VN-210 ~ Driving Practice Log Sheet, and certified by one of the individuals
indicated above. This form is available in the center of this Driver’s Manual, from
DMV offices and from the DMV website (dmv.vermont.gov). NOTE: ‘Nighttime
driving’ is defined as driving during the period of thirty (30) minutes after sunset, to
thirty (30) minutes before sunrise.

5. Anindividual must have maintained a “‘clean’ driving record without any Learner’s
Permit recalls, suspensions or revocations for a six (6) month period prior to
obtaining a Junior Driver’s License.

6. While holding a Junior Driver’s License, the individual may not operate a vehicle in
the course of their employment for one (1) year following the issuance of the Junior
Driver’s License. For example, an individual cannot act as a pizza delivery driver
until having had a Junior Driver’s License for one (1) year, or until reaching the age
of eighteen (18), whichever comes first.

7. While holding a Junior Driver’s License, an individual may not carry passengers for
hire.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

During the first three (3) months of operation under a Junior Driver’s License, the
individual is restricted to driving alone. Passengers are permitted only if there is a
licensed and unimpaired parent or guardian, or a licensed or certified unimpaired
driver education instructor or a licensed and unimpaired individual 25 years of age
or older riding in the front seat. If one (1) of those individuals is in the vehicle, there
are no restrictions on the number of passengers. However, the driver is not allowed
to transport more passengers than there are safety belts.

During the second three (3) months of operation under a Junior Driver’s License, the
individual may begin transporting immediate family members; siblings and parents
only.

After holding a Junior Driver’s License for six (6) months, there is no restriction on
the number of passengers they can transport in the vehicle. However, the driver is
not allowed to transport more passengers than there are safety belts.

An individual who holds a Vermont Junior Driver’s License must be eighteen (18)
years of age and must not have any recalls, suspensions or revocations during the
previous six (6) month period, to be eligible to obtain a Driver’s License. This six
(6) month period commences the date of their reinstatement.

Any Junior Driver’s License may be renewed. Notwithstanding the provisions of
any other law, a renewed Junior Driver’s License shall be issued without a
photograph or imaged likeness. Any person to whom a renewed Junior Driver’s
License has been issued shall, while operating a motor vehicle, carry upon his or her
person the last license issued to him or her as well as the renewed license certificate.

When an individual who has a Junior Driver’s License from another state applies for
a Vermont Junior Driver’s License, he or she will be required to provide proof they
have successfully completed a state approved driver education course which meets
or exceeds Vermont requirements. They will also be required to pass an eye, written
and road test. They will also be subject to the Graduated License Law unless they
have held the other state's license for a period of at least six months.

A Learner’s Permit or Junior Driver’s License is considered to be a ‘provisional

license’, which is recallable. Any of the following actions will result in the recall of

an individual’s Learner’s Permit or Junior Driver’s License (for more detail, see 23

VSA §607a, §614a):

= Carrying Passengers For Hire, Junior Operator Violation (CPH) = 90 day recall

= Driving For Employer/Employment, Junior Operator Violation (DFE) = 90 day
recall

= Recommendation From A Diversion/Reparative Board Recall (DRB) = 30 day
recall

= Junior Operator Points Accumulation Recall (JRP) = 90 day recall (for a single
3 pt. Speeding violation or a 6 pt. Total)

= Junior Operator texting (JRT) =30 day recall (includes fines of at least $100 and
at least two points on your driving record)

23



= While a recall is in effect, an individual is ineligible for a Junior Operator’s
License or a Driver’s License.

= When arecall is issued, the individual has the right to a hearing.

= When a Learner’s Permit or Junior Driver’s License is recalled, it shall be
restored upon the expiration of a specific term, and, if required, when the
individual has passed a re-examination.

= No reinstatement fee shall be due when a Learner’s Permit/Junior Driver’s
License recall is restored.

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death and injury for
teenagers. As a parent or guardian, you have a critical role in influencing
your child’s safe driving habits.

The law requires teens 15 to 18 years old learn to drive in stages.
Restrictions on young drivers are based on scientific findings and some of
the major factors that place teens at risk: age, lack of driving experience,
passengers and other distractions. The GDL exists to save teen lives and
reduce injuries.

However, the GDL alone cannot prevent all teen crashes.
More US teens killed texting while driving than drinking

Texting while driving has now overtaken drinking and driving as the primary
cause of death among teens.

D STHACTIDN GOV

Official US Government | + for acted Driving
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Chapter 6 — fees, renewals & duplicates

Fees:

Fees you must pay to get a Learner’s Permit;
= Exam and Learner’s Permit fee = $52.00 (Exam fee $32.00 + permit fee $20.00)

Fees you must pay to get a Junior Driver’s License if you have a valid Learner’s Permit;
= Road test and Junior Driver’s License = $48.00 (Exam fee $19.00 + license fee
$51.00) (even if the road test was not administered by DMV)

Fees you must pay to get A Driver’s License if you have a valid Learner’s Permit;
= Road test and 4 year license = $70.00 (Exam fee $19.00 + license fee $51.00)
= Road test and 2 year license = $51.00 (Exam fee $19.00 + license fee $32.00)

Fees you must pay to get A Driver’s License if you do NOT have a valid Learner’s
Permit;

= Exam fees and 4 year license fee = $102.00 (Exam fees $51.00 + license fee $51.00)
= Exam fees and 2 year license fee = $83.00 (Exam fees $51.00 + license fee $32.00)

Fees you must pay to get A Driver’s License if you have a valid Driver’s License from
another State;

= 4 year license fee = $70.00 (Exam fee $19.00 + license fee $51.00)

= 2 year license fee = $51.00 (Exam fee $19.00 + license fee $32.00)

=+ $2.00 per year if a motorcycle endorsement is being carried over.

Renewal fees;

= 2 year license - $32.00, with motorcycle endorsement - $38.00
= 4 year license - $51.00, with motorcycle endorsement - $63.00
= Learner’s Permit - $20.00

Replacement of lost Learner’s Permit or License or Corrected Learner’s Permit or
License (hame or address change);

= Duplicate or Corrected Learner’s Permit or License = $20.00

Enhanced Drivers License (EDL)

= $30 - in addition to any other fees — visit dmv.vermont.gov for additional details on
Enhanced Drivers Licenses

Fees accurate as of July 1, 2016. All fees are subject
1o Change. Visit DMV website at dmv.vermont.gov to verify fees.
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Permit/License Renewals

About a month before your license or permit expires, a renewal application will be
mailed to your address as listed in our files. Answer all the questions on the form,
sign it and return the renewal form and fees to the Department of Motor Vehicles.
The department will then mail to you an updated license or permit. If you do not
receive a renewal form in the mail, you can obtain a renewal application at a
Department of Motor Vehicles office, online (dmv.vermont.gov) or at a police station.
Fill out the form and mail it with the correct fees to the Department of Motor Vehicles,
120 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05603-0001, or visit one of our offices. A license
photo is valid for 8 years after which a new photo must be taken.

A Vermont license that has expired for more than 14 days is not a valid license. You
may not drive with it.

If your Vermont driver's license is expired more than three (3) years, you must be
tested again to obtain a new license.

How do | replace my Lost License or Learner’s Permit?

If you lose your license, you may obtain a duplicate from the Department of Motor

Vehicles.

| Have Changed My Name or Address. What Do | Do?

If you have changed your name or address, you must report the change to the

Department of Motor Vehicles within 30 days.
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Chapter 7 - Driving Safely and Studying for your Permit

The information in this section will help you learn to drive safely and will help prepare
you for the Learner’s permit test.

REMEMBER: Be sure to read the rest of the driver manual before coming in for your
written test. Even if you pass your test, your permit will not be issued unless all other
requirements have been met and all required documents have been provided

HOW TO DRIVE SAFELY

Motor vehicle crashes are most often caused by actions or errors of the driver.
However, any motorist can drive safely by using care, courtesy, and caution, and by
modeling the proper behaviors.

Where Should | Start Driving?

A person with a Learner’s permit should first practice driving in an empty parking lot
or on roads that do not have much traffic. It is important to develop basic car control
before driving in areas that are busy. As your skills improve, you may drive on roads
where there is more traffic.

Because you may be driving more slowly than most other drivers, you may be
creating a hazard. If traffic is backing up behind you, you are required by law to pull
over to the side of the road, when it is safe to do so, and allow following vehicles to go
by. This makes driving safer for them, and for you—you will be more relaxed without
the pressure of vehicles behind you.

What should I practice first?

Practice driving with your hands in the proper position. If you look at the steering
wheel as the face of a clock, a 9 and 3 or an 8 and 4 position is recommended.

Work on left and right turns, smooth braking, and controlled starts and stops. Use
hand over hand steering for turning.

Driver readiness
Before you drive your vehicle you should do the following:
Adjust the seat properly.
Adjust all mirrors.
Test the foot and parking/emergency brakes
Adjust and fasten the safety belt.
Lock the doors.
Turn on the headlights.

o~ E

Stopping Your Vehicle
Even when road and vehicle conditions are ideal, and the driver is perfectly alert, it
takes a great distance to stop a motor vehicle. To stop your vehicle, four things must
happen:
1. You must see and recognize the danger and the need to stop.
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2. Your brain must tell your foot to step on the brakes.
3. Your foot must move to the brake pedal and operate the brake.
4. Your brakes must work correctly.

The distance your vehicle travels from the moment you see danger until you step on
the brake is called reaction distance. After seeing danger, it takes the average driver
about 3/4 of a second to apply the brakes. The higher the driving speed, the further the
vehicle will travel before the driver is able to apply the brakes. The distance your vehicle
travels from the time the brakes are applied to the time that the
vehicle is brought to a stop is called braking distance. Braking
distance will vary depending on the conditions of the road. It is
important to realize that on wet, icy or gravel roads, the braking
distance will be much longer. When it first starts to rain, oil, rubber,
dirt and water combined make roads especially slippery, which
increases your braking distance.

Signals
The law states that a driver must use a turn signal not less than 100 feet before making

a turn or changing lanes. Signaling three to five seconds before any of these actions
covers this requirement. Applying your brakes will signal vehicles behind you that you
are planning to slow down or stop. If your vehicle’s directional lights or brake lights are
not working, you must use hand signals to let other drivers know you are planning to stop
or turn. Directional lights or brake lights which do not work must be fixed immediately.

Left Turns

Many crashes take place when one motor vehicle is turning left. Most of these
collisions would not happen if the driver made the turn properly.

Upon approaching an intersection at which you wish to make a left turn, you must

signal 3 to 5 seconds in advance to warn others of your intention to |
turn. Then as you gradually slow down, check the rear view mirrorto || LEFT LANE
see that the driver of the vehicle behind you has understood your

signal. Be sure no bicyclist or motor vehicle behind you is trying to MUST

pass on your left. On a multilane road, always make sure you’re inthe I TURN LEFT
left lane well in advance of the turn. Never move suddenly from the L )
right lane to the left lane.

When you reach your turn, wait until there are no oncoming vehicles before making
your turn. Position your vehicle within one foot of the centerline, if it is safe to do so.
Keep your wheels straight until you are ready to turn - that way you will not be pushed
into oncoming traffic if you are hit from behind. Any oncoming motor vehicle or
bicyclist has the right-of-way. Always remember to look for pedestrians who may be
crossing the street you are going to turn into. If pedestrians are present you must yield
the right-of-way to them.

When the road is clear, make your turn at the proper speed and keep to the right of
the center line. After completing your turn, check the rearview mirror and center your
vehicle in the lane.
= Well ahead of turn, look for any following vehicles and move within one foot of the

center line giving signal if needed for moving over.
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= Signal 3 to 5 seconds before turn and begin slowing down.

= Search the intersection right, front, and left before starting to make turn.

= Enter street just to right of center line.

= After completing turn, check rearview mirror and center vehicle in your lane.

Right Turns
At the approach to a right turn the vehicle should be about three

feet from the right side of the road. Do not swing your vehicle to the || RIGHT LANE
left before turning right. Signal 3 to 5 seconds in advance to warn
others of your intention to turn. Then as you gradually slow down, M U ST
check the mirror to see that the driver of the vehicle behind you has TURN RIGHT
understood your signal. Search the intersection left, front, and right
before starting to make your turn.

Always remain alert for the presence of bicyclists or pedestrians on the right side of
the road as you make your turn. You must yield to any pedestrian or bicyclist.

Make your turn close to the right side of your lane. After completing your turn, check
your rearview mirror and center your vehicle in the lane.

= Well ahead of the turn, look for any following vehicles and move over to the right
side of your lane.

= Signal 3 to 5 seconds before turn and begin slowing down.

= Search the intersection left, front, right and quickly left again just before starting your
turn.

= Keep close to right while turning. After completing turn, check mirror, and center
vehicle in your lane.

NOTE: If you are turning into a street with more than one lane going in your direction,
turn into the nearest lane.

Then follow the basic rule of driving on a multilane road: Drive to the right unless
you are passing or turning.

A Visual Search Pattern

A driver should be constantly looking for potential hazards, including pedestrians,
bicyclists, and other vulnerable users. A visual search pattern is an orderly way to search
for hazards in all directions. A repeating search pattern can help the driver notice
changing road conditions as well as changes in and around their intended path of travel.

Four Seconds - A Safe Following Distance
How do you know if you are driving too close to the vehicle in front of you? Using
the following method, you should have enough space between your vehicle and the
vehicle in front of you in case you must stop quickly. However, if you are driving in poor
road conditions or when visibility is poor, you should allow more than four seconds of
following distance. The distance between your vehicle and the vehicle in front of you
should be determined by speed and existing conditions.
Follow These Steps for Four-Second Safety Spacing
1. The vehicle ahead is about to pass a checkpoint such as a sign, driveway, pole, or
parked vehicle.
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2. Start counting seconds as the rear of that vehicle passes the checkpoint.

3. Stop counting when your vehicle reaches the checkpoint. If it takes less than four
seconds for your vehicle to reach that point, you are following too closely and must
increase your following distance. If it takes four or more seconds to pass the
checkpoint, you have a safe following distance.

NOTE: An easy method to count seconds is to count “one thousand one, one thousand
two."

Speed Limits and Safe Speeds

The maximum speed for any vehicle on all Vermont roads is 50 miles per hour or as
posted. The maximum speed for any vehicle on an Interstate in Vermont is 65 miles per
hour or as posted. The law states that a motor vehicle shall be driven at all times so that
it is under control. A vehicle must be driven at a speed that is reasonable considering the
dangers that may exist on the road. At intersections, on curves, in heavy traffic, through
construction zones, during bad weather, and when pedestrians or bicyclists are present,
you must drive at a speed that is safe for the driving conditions. Many crashes are caused
by driving too fast for conditions. Sometimes even 10 miles per hour can be an unsafe
speed.

Right-of-way
1. Adriver on any road must yield the right-of-way to pedestrians, bicyclists and other

traffic already in the intersection. — smenme
2. When nearing an intersection marked with a _J RULE RULE

"yield right-of-way" sign, you are required to
travel at a speed slow enough to be able to stop
if necessary. Enter only when the way is clear. - — —

3. At a four-way stop, the first vehicle to arrive M (T
should have the right-of-way. Yiisto Vet

4. When two vehicles approach a four-way stop feern =
intersection at approximately the same time,
coming from different directions, the driver on J .YS#?UT_"E L JSESFTS?L:‘;TL
the left should yield the right-of-way to the
driver on the right. v'ewtocars

approaching

5. If you are turning left, you must yield to all z e — —
oncoming traffic. Any vehicle coming toward m so [0} (@
you, whether it is a motor vehicle or a bicyclist, T l T j;.:a T
has the right of way. appoecig

6. A driver who is approaching the road from a driveway, alley, parking lot, or T-
intersection must yield the right-of-way to all traffic on the road.

7. Before entering any intersection, you must always search in all directions. Be sure
you have a clear path before entering the intersection.

— e — —

Parking Your Vehicle
There are many options for parking offered in the driving environment. These include
parallel parking, angle parking (left or right), and perpendicular parking (left or right —
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forward or backward). Don’t cross the center line to park. For more information on
parallel parking see the “road test” section of this study guide.

A vehicle parked on a 2-lane road must have the right wheels within 12 inches of the
right side of the road or curb. On a one-way road the vehicle must be positioned within
12 inches of the side of the road. Your vehicle must be parked in the same direction as
traffic flow.

If you must park on a highway in a rural area, you must have all wheels off the
traveled portion of the road. Be careful not to stop on a hill, curve, or where your vehicle
cannot be seen for at least 150 feet in either direction, or in any area posted for no parking.

Parking on Hills
When parking on a hill, you must be sure

your vehicle will not roll out into traffic.
Always turn the front wheels and set the
parking brake to prevent the vehicle from
rolling downhill. (The procedures for uphill
and downhill parking pictured here apply t0 | TURNWHEELS| |TURNWHEELS| TURNWHEELS
parking on the right side of the street or ToCuRs FROM CURB TO RIGHT
roadway).

Where You May Not Park

On the traveled portion of the highway

Beside a vehicle stopped or parked at the side of a street

On a sidewalk

Within an intersection

On a crosswalk

Beside any road work, so that you block traffic

On a bridge or in a tunnel

On any railroad tracks, or within 50 feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing
In front of any driveway

Within 6 feet of a fire hydrant

Within 20 feet of a crosswalk at an intersection

Within 30 feet of a flashing red or yellow light, stop sign, or traffic light
Within 20 feet of the driveway of a fire station or across the street within 75 feet of
the driveway, when there are signs

Any place where an official sign says - No Parking

e On a marked bicycle lane.

o Ina marked handicapped parking area
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Roundabouts

A roundabout is a one way traffic circle designed to keep traffic moving. It also
reduces delays, crashes, fuel consumption, air pollution, and construction and
maintenance costs. Traffic flows counterclockwise. In some situations roundabouts can
handle motor vehicles, pedestrians and bicyclists more safely than

stop signs or traffic signals. p

You must yield the right of way to vehicles already in the traffic ‘

circle. Enter a roundabout only when there is a safe gap in traffic.
Like all intersections, you must also yield to pedestrians and bicyclists
when entering or exiting a roundabout. Always use your directional
signals to show your intention. If the roundabout is more than one lane, you should be
in the right lane to exit.

Emergency, Police and Maintenance Vehicles

If you see or hear a vehicle with flashing blue or red signal lights and/or sounding a
siren, approaching from any direction, the law says you must pull over to the right side
of the road and stop. You must remain stopped until the emergency or law enforcement
vehicle has gone by.

If you see a police vehicle with flashing blue lights, or an emergency vehicle with
flashing red lights, which is stopped, you must always proceed with caution (slow down).
If you are on a four lane highway, such as an Interstate, the law also requires you to make
a lane change if you can do so safely. (“Move Over Law”)

The law also requires drivers yield the right of way to any state, city or town
maintenance vehicle working on a highway. For example, a driver approaching a
snowplow with lights flashing must proceed with caution and yield the right of way.

NOTE: Towing and repair vehicles usually have amber-colored flashing lights. You
must use the same caution and procedures described above when you approach these
stopped vehicles.

TRAFFIC LIGHTS, ROAD SIGNS, AND HIGHWAY MARKINGS

Traffic Lights
Traffic lights allow vehicles to proceed safely through busy intersections.

They determine right-of-way for drivers, bicyclists and pedestrians.

Red Light: Stop before reaching either the stop line or the crosswalk,
whichever comes first, and wait until the light is green. (Green arrow signals
may come on while the red light is displayed. You may proceed in the
direction of the arrow.)

Right turns at circular red lights are usually allowed, but only after the driver has
stopped completely and yielded the right of way to pedestrians and other vehicles. Some
intersections have signs or symbols that indicate you cannot turn right on red.

A police officer may direct you through a red light. You should follow the officer’s
directions, with caution.
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Flashing Light — Red: The flashing circular red light is like a stop sign. Stop, and
proceed after yielding the right of way to all pedestrians, bicyclists, and vehicles.

Red Arrows: You may also see red arrows. A red arrow means you must stop. You
may not proceed in the direction of the arrow until a green light or arrow is displayed,
unless there is a sign which permits this movement.

Yellow Light: This light warns drivers that the light is about to turn red. If
you are too close to the intersection to stop safely, proceed with caution
through the intersection.

Flashing Light — Yellow: Slow down, scan the intersection, yield to any
oncoming vehicles before attempting to make a left turn and proceed with

caution.

Green Light: You may proceed on a green light if it is safe to do so. But, if you are
turning left you must yield the right of way to oncoming vehicles. At some
intersections where special emphasis is needed, a “left turn yield on green light”
sign will be attached to the overhead wire near the signal.

Green Arrow: You may turn in the direction of the arrow. Vehicles turning
in the direction of the arrow have the right of way, but you should still proceed
with caution.

Road Signs

You can tell what road signs mean by the shape and color as well as the wording. If
the sign is covered by dirt, snow, or anything else, you should know the general meaning
(regulatory, warning, information) of the sign by its shape.

A stop sign has 8 sides. It means you must stop scan the
intersection, honor the right of way, and then proceed.

REMEMBER: You are required to stop before the stop
line, crosswalk (marked or unmarked) or the intersecting
road, whichever comes first.

Yield right-of-way signs are the shape of an upside down
triangle, and they mean you should slow down, search and
enter only if the way is clear of pedestrians, bicyclists and
vehicles.
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Warning Signs

Circular signs with a large X and the letters RR indicate
there is a railroad crossing ahead.

Crossbuck signs are at all railroad crossings. They
indicate where the tracks are. Slow down, look both ways,
and listen for trains before crossing. The smaller signs
below the crossbuck indicate how many tracks there are at
the crossing. When there are 2 or more tracks, one train
passing might hide a train coming the other way. There
may also be gates and/or flashing lights.

A sign in the shape of a triangle with the points cut off is
displayed on vehicles which travel at slow speeds. For
example, you will often see these signs on farm vehicles.

Warning signs are placed where there is danger at all times, and a driver needs to slow
down. They are usually diamond-shaped and yellow or green. They may warn of sharp
curves, unsafe intersections, or dips in the road. Drivers should slow down. Some
warning signs give additional information, such as the safe speeds, or a distance, such as
“Deer Crossing, next 3 miles”. A downward arrow under a school or pedestrian sign
indicates a crosswalk or crossing area.

School Divided Highway DividedHighway Lane Ends

Slippery When Wet

Ends

Pedestrian Crosswalk
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Regulatory Signs
Rectangular signs with white backgrounds indicate what things a driver must or must
not do. These signs display speed limits, turning and passing laws, and other directions.

ROAD | TRuck
CLOSED |72V

DO NOT

\

ONE
WAY |
i

Highway Markings

Highway markings provide important information to drivers. They help a driver
correctly position their vehicle, help direct them through various situations, let them
know when passing is allowed and warn drivers of upcoming conditions. Major
highways are marked with yellow center lines which serve two purposes:

Center lines divide a highway into travel lanes. Multi-lane highways without a
median have double solid lines to indicate the two opposing lanes of travel. When two or
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more lanes of travel are permitted in the
same direction, a broken white line is used
to divide each side of the highway into
separate lanes for vehicles traveling in the
same direction.

The lines show if you may or may not
pass. If there is a solid line or two solid
lines, it is recommended that you do not
pass. If there is a solid line but a broken line in your lane, you may pass if it is clear
ahead. If there is a solid line in your lane but a broken line in the other lane, you should
not pass, but the motor vehicle in the other lane may pass.

Continuous two-way left turn lanes are not designed to be used as travel lanes since
traffic moving in both directions may want to use the lane to make a left hand turn. A
short distance prior to your left turn, you should signal
and carefully move into the turning lane. So that you
don't block traffic, all of your vehicle should be in the \
turn lane. When the way is clear, proceed with your turn.

Sometimes highway markings provide additional

information to the driver. For example, at a yield %*
intersection, there may be a vyield sign beside the ki
highway and there may also be a yield line painted on t ¢t

the highway. This series of white triangles, pointing
toward approaching cars, shows drivers where they should stop, if they are required to
yield to pedestrians or other vehicles.

WORK ZONE SAFETY

A work zone is an area along a highway where there is construction, maintenance, or
utility work. A work zone may be stationary, or it may be a mobile operation that moves
down the road slowly, as in the case of line striping, mowing, and snow removal.

For your safety, and for the workers’ safety, it is important that drivers slow down
and pay extra attention when approaching and driving through a work zone.

Many crashes occur before the actual work area, where drivers are slowing down
and/or merging. Be courteous, and merge into the appropriate lane as soon as it is safe
to do so.

Most crashes in work zones are rear end crashes that are caused by driving too fast
for conditions and failing to maintain a safe following distance. Remember that stopped
traffic may be hidden around a curve or over a hill.

FINES ARE DOUBLED FOR SPEEDING IN A WORK ZONE
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Work Zone Signs

Work zone signs are orange and diamond or rectangular shaped. They provide
important information to help the driver safely drive through the work zone. They warn
the driver of hazards ahead, such as closed lanes, detours, rough pavement, or flaggers.

Flaggers

Traffic is often required to stop in a work zone, to allow construction equipment to
move, or because there is only one lane open for traffic moving in both directions.
Flaggers use stop/slow paddles, or sometimes orange flags, to guide traffic safely through
the work zone. A flagger has the legal authority to control traffic and must be obeyed.

TRAFFIC PROCEED TRAFFIC STOP

Channeling Devices
Cones, drums, and barricades are often used in work zones to keep traffic out of
hazardous roadwork areas and to guide traffic safely through the work zone.

AjE

BARRICADE = BARRICADE  PANEL CONE TUBE DRUM
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Flashing arrow panels

Flashing arrow panels may also be used to guide drivers into the correct lane. When
the arrows are not in use, the panels are put in “caution” mode, with a straight line of
blinking lights, or blinking lights on the 4 corners of the sign. Drivers should slow down
when they see the panels in “caution”
mode.

Work zones may have temporary
pavement markings. White markers
or lines separate lanes going in the
same direction. Yellow markers or lines separate lanes going in opposite directions. The
yellow markings will be on your left-- if they are not, you are in the wrong lane.

Low Shoulders

Sometimes, especially in construction zones, the road level may be higher than the
shoulde